
BELGIAN PARLIAMENT TO CONSIDER OFFICIAL 
RECOGNITION OF ELECTROSENSITIVITY

On July 20, 2011, three Green Party members of the Belgian Parliament 
introduced the following resolution recognizing electro-hypersensitivity:

PROPOSED RESOLUTION

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

A. Considering the growing exposure of the population to various electromagnetic fields;

B. Considering that there exist a growing number of citizens who suffer from complex effects on 
their physical and mental health, linked to exposure to electromagnetic radiation;

C. Considering that those complex effects can cause a very significant deterioration of the social 
context within which these persons are able to move;

D. Considering that few studies really take account of the link between the exposure and the 
evoked symptoms, nor of the potential damage to exposed but non-affected citizens;

E. Considering that professional training in this matter is almost non-existent, probably because 
of the present very weak state of scientific knowledge in this area;

F. Considering that there are numerous prospective studies in progress with diverse preliminary 
results that tend towards real messages of precaution with regard to exposure to this type of 
radiation;

G. Considering that developments in other countries have permitted a substantial amelioration in 
the lives of, and social integration of, citizens affected by these symptoms;

H. Considering that it is essential to respond in an adequate fashion to the suffering which these 
people report, in their everyday lives, within their families and in their work, in order to preserve 
a strong social link that permits them to surmount so stigmatizing a handicap;

I. Considering that the WHO has declared, following an intensive review of the scientific 
literature, that “however, our knowledge of the biological effects of these fields still contains 
gaps and research must be pursued in order to fill them”;

J. Considering that there is no broad consensus among scientists to assure a total absence of 
long-term harm from this radiation; 



CALLS ON THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,

1. to officially recognize the existence of the syndrome “electro-hypersensitivity” as an illness 
and to recognize as a handicap the maladjustments and functional impairments that result, in 
consultation with the academies of medicine and the Council of Health;

2. to conduct and take part in studies aimed at bringing to light the exact mechanisms and 
establishing the causal link between exposure and symptoms;

3. to make health professionals aware of the existence of this syndrome and to strengthen their 
education relative to environmental illnesses both in their core curriculum and in the continuing 
education classes that they are required to take;

4. to strongly apply the precautionary principle in the face of the significant amount of 
uncertainty concerning the link between exposure to electromagnetic radiation and the health 
effects that may be attributable to it;

5. to require, in public places, zones that are free from WiFi, WiMax and DECT [cordless 
telephone systems], where the use of portable telephones would be prohibited, in order to protect 
electro-hypersensitive persons and give them access to public, social, and health services;

6. to inform the managers of public establishments, including health establishments (hospitals), 
but also community facilities such as day-care centers, rest homes and nursing homes, about the 
needs of persons suffering from electro-hypersensitivity.
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